INTRODUCTION 

Attractive new Kia Rio targets Europe’s largest segment 
Kia Motors all-new Kia Rio models, the five-door hatchback and four-door sedan, which go on sale across Europe this late spring, are hugely significant introductions for the ambitious Korean company. 

Kia is currently Europe’s fastest-growing automotive brand, with sales up 50% to 180,000 in 2004, and is determined to maintain that growth. The new Rio is a highly competitive entry into the most popular segment of the European market and the new Rio line-up will feature a total of 20 models. 

For the first time in the B-Segment, Kia will be offering customers a choice of gasoline and diesel engines in the Rio. The 1.5-litre CRDi diesel engine features a variable-geometry turbocharger for the optimum economy and clean emissions, and also delivers ‘best-in-class’ performance. 

“New Rio continues the recent Kia tradition of introducing new models which are thoroughly modern, attractively styled, and technically sophisticated,” enthuses Mr. Kyung-Soo Lee, President, Kia Motors Europe. “While enhancing all aspects of our new products, we are retaining the brand’s strong allegiance to offering customers maximum benefits.” 

Kia’s research, design and engineering centres in Korea, the USA and Germany have created an all-new Rio model that offers customers significant new benefits in six core areas: 

Styling bold nose, dynamic profile, stable rear and crisp neat interior 

Comfort more headroom, legroom and shoulder room, especially in rear seats 

Safety dual, side and curtain airbags, active head restraint, ESC – available 

Performance ‘class-best’ powerful new gasoline and diesel engines 

Refinement sleek aerodynamics and greatly enhanced NVH
Convenience versatile cargo space, trip computer, solar glass, keyless entry 

Styled to attract image conscious modern consumers, the 3,990 mm long new Rio hatchback is a car that perfectly matches Kia’s ‘exciting and enabling ’ brand aspirations, while the longer 4,240 mm sedan has an elegant and distinctive notch-back profile. 

Taller (+50 mm), wider (+15 mm) and shorter (-250 mm in five-door form) than the model it replaces, the new Rio has a much longer wheelbase (+90 mm) and much improved packaging to offer significantly more cabin space than its predecessor. Customers can choose from two body styles, two equipment levels (LX and EX), two gasoline engines (1.6 and 1.4 litres) with manual or automatic transmission, one diesel engine (1.5 litres) with a manual gearbox and an extensive range of options. 

The new Rio is a high volume product designed to achieve stronger market penetration globally and particularly to increase the appeal of Kia’s B-segment offerings in Europe. 

Challenging for B-Segment honours 

The B-Segment is Europe’s largest, accounting for more than 27% of total sales across the region in 2003. Kia’s research has identified Italy, France, Spain and the UK as ‘strategic targets’ for new Rio as these markets combine high B-Segment shares (38.4%, 34.8%, 27.6% and 27.6% respectively) with high sales volumes and strong growth potential. 

Apart from the new Rio’s inherent merits, its sales prospects look good because it is entering by far the most popular sub-section within the B-Segment five-door hatchbacks. In 2004, these models claimed more than 48% of the B-Segment as sales of three-door models slipped to 34% from 42% two years ago. 

Although it is the five-door version of the new Rio which will be most popular in Europe, demand for the four-door sedan will certainly be strong in countries such as Finland, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Netherlands and Spain where demand for sedans is currently 5% of the segment total.

Kia has also anticipated the engine output trends in the B-Segment to offer customers immensely powerful ‘best-in-class’ gasoline and diesel engines. The new Rio’s 1.4-litre engine generates 17.5% more power than the class average. The 1.6 CVVT engine produces 10% more power and the ultra-modern 1.5 CRDi diesel delivers 36% more power than most other diesels in this segment. 

With new Rio, Kia has a pair of bright new contenders in the battle for B-Segment sales – attractive newcomers with all the right credentials for success. The B-Segment is a uniquely significant sector, one of core elements in almost every global market and represents a highly competitive, high volume sales opportunity that Kia is determined to seize. 

Sportage, Sorento, Opirus, Picanto, Cerato and new Rio, confirm that Kia’s completely revitalised model range has great appeal to an increasing number of European customers and, together with owner Hyundai, Kia is on course to become at respected global Car maker by 2010. 

New Kia RIO – 2005 model line up 

1.4-litre DOHC 16-valve gasoline 

5-door hatchback 

manual LX EX 

automatic LX EX 

4-door sedan 
manual LX EX 

automatic LX EX 

1.6-litre CVVT gasoline 

5-door 
manual LX EX 

automatic LX EX 

4-door sedan 
manual LX EX 

automatic LX EX 

1.5-litre CRDi diesel 

5-door 
manual LX EX 

4-door sedan 
manual LX EX 

STYLING & DESIGN 
Dynamic, attractive and spacious 

Completely redesigned from the ground up, Kia’s all-new Rio (code named JB) offers European customers more space, more power, higher performance, better handling, a smoother ride and enhanced fuel economy. 

Both the new Rio five-door hatchback and four-door sedan boast a thoroughly modern appearance, with distinctive proportions and refined detailing that result in excellent aerodynamics as well as a stylish look. 

“We designed the new Rio to meet the rising expectations of our customers who expect more from Kia,” commented Yong-Hwan Kim, Senior Executive Vice President and COO of Kia Motors. “With improved quality and a fresher appearance, we have created a superb compact car that is more stylish, more practical and more enjoyable to drive than its predecessor.” 

Higher and wider than the Rio model it replaces, the hatchback is 250 mm shorter overall (to fit more comfortably in the modern B-Segment), but both models have a longer wheelbase (up by 90 mm) and wider track (up by 15 mm) which push the wheels out to each corner for a bold ground-hugging stance that also delivers good stability and agile handling. 

New Rio’s generous dimensions, together with skilful packaging of the mechanical components, enable it to claim ‘best-in-class’ interior space for maximum occupant comfort and (on the sedan) luggage space that is 29% larger than the previous model. New Rio’s wheelbase is between 9 mm and 40 mm longer than the Polo, Fabia, 206, Fiesta and Corsa, while its overall width is from 12 mm to 49 mm wider, and overall length (in five-door form) is between 30 mm and 168 mm longer than those potential hatchback rivals. 

Starting from a fresh beginning, Kia designers set out to create a new model that was ‘dynamic, youthful, aggressive, sporty and bold’, while encompassing the 

new Rio’s six core values – style, comfort, performance, safety, refinement and convenience – in an exciting and appropriate manner. Subsequent customer clinic results for the JB have indicated that the target audience (30-to-50 year old oriented motorists) perceived the new Kia as ‘solid, strong and dynamic’. 

The new Rio’s unusually long wheelbase and pronounced wheel arch flares, from which the tyres seem to bulge out to grip the road more effectively, give both models a profile imbued with a dynamism that will ensure the newcomer stands out from its competitors. The steeply raked windscreen and robust C-Pillar of the five-door give the car a truly sporty look, while the sloping roofline and extra length of the four-door give that model an added touch of elegance. 

Extra large headlamps, echoing those of the Picanto, twin bonnet ridges that sweep down to wrap around the black mesh air-intake grille and a deep front spoiler pierced by the broad lower air-intake, all create a solid sculptural quality and feeling of durability. 

At the rear, extra large rear lamp clusters wrap around body sides, accentuating its sculptural form. The tailgate features a wide rear windscreen for excellent visibility, and a discreetly mounted high-level brake light. 

Aerodynamically, the new Rio is highly efficient. As well as the overall proportions – deep front bumper, steeply raked front windscreen, and sharply truncated tail (on the five-door) – close attention to detailing has paid dividends. The shaping of the entire nose, door mirrors, A-Pillars and upper door frames, plus tight panel fit, have resulted in a drag coefficient of Cd 0.338. 

COMFORT & CONVENIENCE 
Class-leading space, seating and features 

The increased wheelbase, width and height of the new Rio ensure that the occupants have class-leading space in which to stretch out in comfort. Thanks to skilful packaging of its major mechanical components, the latest Kia also fits within the overall goal of creating the ideally sized B-Segment contender for Europe. 

Wider and higher, but shorter than the previous model, new Rio five-door has a light, bright interior which heightens the feeling of spaciousness – space that matches or beats most of its direct competitors. The generous interior dimensions are common to both the five-door and four-door Rios. The new model offers 1,005 mm of headroom at the front and 960 mm in the rear. Legroom is 1,085 mm (front) and 870 mm for rear seat occupants. Shoulder room is also the same for both body styles – 1,360 mm for front seat occupants and 1,350 mm across the rear seat. 

Compared to the previous Kia Rio, these new model dimensions are increased by between 2 mm and 83 mm, even though the new five-door model is 250 mm shorter than the vehicle it replaces. New Rio’s interior dimensions make it clearly ‘best-in-class’ for roominess. For front headroom, rear legroom and shoulder room, Rio comfortably beats the Fiesta, Corsa, Fabia, Polo and Peugeot 206. 

Modern design in quality materials 

The Rio’s interior design continues the same crisp styling that characterises the exterior of the vehicle. The design is simple, modern and clean-cut, and executed in good-quality materials. The seats combine superior support with generous proportions to accommodate drivers and passengers of all shapes and sizes. 

The driver’s seat can be specified with height adjustment and adjustable armrest, and can be fitted with an (optional) active head restraint to protect against whiplash injuries in the event of a collision. Both front seats can be ordered with optional electrical heating. 

Manually adjustable head restraints are standard fit on both front seats, while the rear seat has three manually-adjustable head restraints. For maximum load carrying versatility, the Rio’s rear seat backrest and cushion both split 60/40 and the parts can be independently folded.

The driving controls are laid out to ensure optimum vehicle control, with maximum comfort and minimum effort. The thick-rimmed, three-spoke, steering wheel is tilt-adjustable and neatly frames the instrument cluster. 

Easy to read, the instrument cluster’s analogue gauges display road speed, engine speed, fuel status and water temperature. The optional trip computer display shows a variety of information, including average speed, travel distance, fuel status and distance to empty. A warning light for doors or tailgate/trunk ajar is standard. 

Separate steering column stalks control the windscreen wipers and the lights. The wipers have two continuous-speed and a variable intermittent settings. The headlamps have a manual levelling device as standard. 

A panel of switches on the driver’s door armrest allows control of all four electric windows (standard on EX, option on LX) and both electric outside mirrors (optional all models). The driver’s window has an auto-down feature for added convenience. 

The central fascia is finished in a high grade plastic to match the colour tone of the interior and features an optional metal-grain surface for a more high-tech look. In the automatic model, the gear selector below the fascia features a metallic front plate that adds impact and a touch of flair to the interior. 

Depending on model, customers are offered a choice of two-tone interior colour schemes in black/grey or black/beige, and three types of seat trim materials. Five-door LX models come with grey flat-woven full cloth seat trim and upholstery, while EX models feature Grey/Beige mesh full-cloth. Four-door models have tri-cot full cloth in grey/beige. 

ENGINES & TRANSMISSIONS 
Choice of new diesel and new gasoline engines

Unusually in modern times, the latest Rio is an all-new model that also comes with new or fully-revised engines – not just one, but three – and all the engines offer customers ‘best-in-class’ power outputs that anticipate a rising power trend across the B-Segment that Kia is leading. 

The third Kia passenger car to be available with a diesel engine, the new Rio range of five-door hatchback and four-door sedan models offer customers a choice of one diesel engines, two gasoline engines, and five-speed manual or four-speed automatic transmissions – depending on model. 

Kia’s all-new 1.5 CRDi diesel engine features a common rail fuel injection system and a variable geometry turbocharger (VGT). Similar to the Cerato engine, this new unit produces more power, 110 ps, and cleaner emissions which meet Euro 4 criteria. Performance of the 1.5 diesel engine is highly competitive and class-leading in an area of the market where most rivals have 75 ps or less. The 16-valve unit delivers a maximum of 110 ps and 22.0 kg.m of torque at just 2,000 rpm. 

For customers who prefer gasoline or require an automatic transmission, two 16-valve gasoline engines (1.6 and 1.4 litres) are available. The 1.6 DOHC power plant brings continuously variable valve timing (CVVT) to the B-Segment of the market in a Kia for the first time. CVVT automatically adjusts valve timing to boost performance, throttle response, fuel economy and reduce emissions, at low and medium engine speeds. This engine produces 112 ps at 6,000 rpm and 14.9 kg.m of torque at 4,500 rpm. 

Modern design in quality materials 

The all-new 1.4-litre engine makes its world premiere in the new Rio. This DOHC, 16-valve unit generates a maximum of 97 ps at 6,000 rpm and maximum torque of 12.8 kg.m at 4,700 rpm, making the Rio one of the most powerful cars in the 1,400 cc class. In terms of outright power, it outperforms the 1.4 B segment. 

Manual or automatic transmissions 

All three engines available in the five-door and four-door Rio are offered with a five-speed manual transmission as standard. Available as an option, a four-

speed automatic transmission specifically developed and tested for the Rio, is offered on both gasoline engines. An electronic controller, which monitors a range of parameters including acceleration, deceleration, engine speed and road speed to ensure safe changes with excellent shift quality, also adapts the transmission’s characteristics to suit an individual’s driving style. High top gear ratios for the automatics cut fuel consumption when cruising. 

Ahead of the power trend 

Kia has also anticipated the engine output trends in the B-Segment to offer customers immensely powerful ‘best-in-class’ engines. The majority of B-Segment cars (34.4%) currently have 1.4-litre engines generating 75 to 80 ps – the new Rio 1.4 has 97 ps. Just under 14% of cars have 1.6 engines and most of those produce around 100 ps – the new Rio has 112 ps. 

More than 40% of diesel-powered B-Segment cars are powered by 1.3 or 1.4-litre engines. Almost 18% use 1.5-litre diesel engines but average output is 75 ps – compared to new Rio’s 110 ps. 

While new and more powerful B-Segment models are anticipated during 2005 from several other manufacturers, Kia has already taken the lead by offering Rio buyers exceptionally powerful gasoline and diesel engines ahead of the trend. 

CHASSIS & RUNNING GEAR 
Better handling with a smoother ride 

The longer wheelbase and wider track of the latest Kia have inherent benefits for both ride and handling. New Rio is fitted with a fully independent front and semi-independent rear suspension system designed to deliver responsive handling and a supple, comfortable ride on European roads. 

At the front MacPherson Struts have co-axial coil springs, offset for smooth operation and designed to provide optimal handling stability and improved ride, while allowing the Rio to steer and maneuvre with minimal effort. 

At the rear, the Rio suspension employs a transverse torsion beam axle designed to deliver a smooth ride and to ensure minimum intrusion into the trunk space. Anti-roll bars and gas-filled shock absorbers are standard fit for both the front and rear suspension systems for optimal damping performance and body control. 

Every Rio model has a common design of steering. The power-assisted rack and pinion system requires 3.01 turns of the steering wheel lock-to-lock. The Rio’s small turning circle – less than 4.92 metres – gives responsive, agile handling in city driving situations. 

Powerful stopping with four discs plus ABS 

New Rio’s power-assisted all-disc braking system makes maximum use of the space available within the standard 14 inch diameter wheels. Ventilated front discs (256 mm diameter) and solid rear discs (262 mm) deliver secure and stable braking performance with consistent pedal feel. 

Four-channel, four-sensor, ABS is standard fit for all Rio models in Western Europe. The system incorporates an electronic brake force distributor (EBD), helping to distribute braking force evenly, between front and rear wheels. The EBD is able to adapt to individual wheel grip conditions, adding a further degree of control and stability. 

A 254 mm servo supplies the brake boost power and the parking brake is a mechanical unit operating on both rear wheels. 

Four-way choice of wheels and tyres 

In Europe, new Rio cars will come with 5.0 inch wide, 14 inch diameter steel wheels as standard, with full-size moulded plastic trims and 175/70 R14 tyres. Three optional wheel/tyre packages will be available. Steel or alloy 5.5J x 14 inch wheels with 185/65 R14 tyres, and alloy 5.5J x 15 inch wheels with 195/55 R15 tyres. A full-size spare wheel and tyre is located in the trunk floor well.

EQUIPMENT & UPGRADES 
Easy-to-use, high quality equipment 

Kia has a reputation for packing a lot of car into a price range, and the new Rio builds on that tradition, providing customers with excellent value for money plus a wide range of easy-to-use, high quality equipment. 

The stylish centre fascia houses equipment in two zones. The upper zone is arranged in logical, horizontal layers, with the digital clock, large twin flush-shutting air-vents and the audio system, stacked neatly for an elegant appearance, and within easy reach of the driver’s hand. 

The lower zone features the heating, ventilation and air-conditioning controls, with a storage area sweeping down to the centre console and a second storage area ahead of the gear selector, complete with cigarette lighter and 12-volt power outlet. The Rio’s temperature control system has three large rotary dials that govern temperature, airflow direction and fan speed. Two upgrades are available, offering manual air conditioning or fully automatic climate control. 

Rio audio systems offer customers a choice of four units – a radio/cassette, radio/CD, radio/CD/MP3 unit and a radio/cassette/CDC unit with optional external amplifier – depending on model, country and customer preference. On all systems, large buttons make operation simple and intuitive. Top quality sound is broadcast through a system with up to six-speakers, including two optional tweeters. All models are fitted with a roof-mounted micro-short antenna. 

Numerous storage areas can accommodate a wide variety of items. Both front and rear doors house a large map pocket, while the centre console features twin cup holders. 

Trim choices and option packs 

The higher-specification EX model builds on the LX by adding numerous items, including: central locking, front and rear electric windows, height-adjustable driver’s seat with armrest, plus body colour door mirrors and door handles.

A powered ‘tilt-n-slide’ tinted glass sunroof and solar-control glass for the windshield, which filters out UV and infrared rays and enhances air-conditioning efficiency, can be ordered. 

Both five-door and four-door EX models can be ordered with the optional Colour Pack, also Sporty Pack-available, and five-door EX can be ordered with the Leather Pack (leather & cloth in beige) interior enhancements. 

To further enhance the comfort and convenience of their new Rio, customers can choose between a range of ‘option packs’. 

Metal Grain silver metal-look finish to centre fascia, audio unit, heating controls, AT gear plate, and steering wheel spokes. 

Chrome Pack chrome coated inside door handles, parking brake button and automatic gear shift knob. 

Power Pack powered and heated door mirrors, body-colour door handles and mirrors, central locking and electric front windows. 

Colour Pack contrasting door and seat trim, driver’s seat armrest and active head restraint, leather-rimmed steering wheel, plus Chrome Pack and (four-door only) rear seat centre armrest. 

Leather Pack leather seat and door trim, driver’s seat armrest and active head restraint, leather-rimmed steering wheel and gear knob. 

Sporty Pack high quality coloured mesh cloth for sports feel, red stitching on leather steering wheel. 

SAFETY & SECURITY 
Equipped to avoid or cope with every hazard 

Thanks to the new Rio’s responsive handling, accurate steering, powerful ABS and EBD equipped disc brakes and its many stress-reducing features, the Kia driver is well equipped to cope with the hazards of everyday motoring and to avoid potential accident situations. 

Unusually for the B-Segment, the new Rio is available with an electronic stability control (ESC) as an option. This system monitors the car’s track compared to the course intended by the driver and adjusts the engine’s throttle or applies one or more of the brakes, to reduce under steer or over steer and return the car to the safest path. 

If a crash is unavoidable, the new Rio comes with an array of active and passive safety measures, including side-impact beams in all four doors, to offer occupants high levels of protection. 

Seatbelts provide the first line of occupant defence and for the European market, three-point seatbelts are fitted for all five occupants. Both front seatbelt top mounting points are height-adjustable for greater security and a more comfortable fit, and these belts have pre-tensioners and load limiters. During a collision, the seatbelt tightens immediately to hold passengers in place, and then gradually releases tension on the belt to absorb impact energy in a controlled manner, without high peak loadings, and to reduce the risk of injuries from the seatbelt itself. 

The rear doors of new Rio are fitted with child safety locks and two ISOFIX anchor points are fitted in the rear seat for the attachment of child safety seats. 

The new Rio is equipped with dual front airbags as standard in all West European markets, protecting the driver and front seat passenger from injury in the event of a frontal collision. Additional safety equipment is available as standard or as an option – depending on the model and the individual national markets. 

Side Airbags are available for the front seats, their deployment controlled by sensors in the central B-Pillars. In the event of a side impact, the side airbags deploy to protect occupants from head, arm and torso injuries. Simultaneously, a signal is relayed to the front airbags and the seatbelt pretensioners, ensuring that all safety systems work together to provide full passenger protection. 

Curtain Airbags, located in the A-Pillar, roof rail and C-Pillar, are also available. They deploy during a side impact or rollover and are designed to protect both front and rear occupants from head and neck injuries. 

The driver’s seat can be ordered with an ‘Active Head restraint’ that moves forwards and upwards during a collision to protect the seat occupant from whiplash injuries. 

A fuel safety cut-out system prevents fuel leaks by shutting off supply to the fuel pump on detection of an impact, thus reducing the chance of fire. 

Keeping Rio secure 

Kia customers can be confident that whenever they return to their parked Rio it will still be where they left it. In Europe every LX model can be ordered with the central locking system that is standard-fit on EX models, while keyless entry and an anti-theft alarm are available as an option. 

A battery saver switches off any interior or exterior lights that have been left on after the engine has been turned-off, preventing the draining of the battery. 

Ends

