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INTRODUCTION

All-new Sportage SUV eagerly awaited in Europe  

The Kia Motors Corporation’s decision to re-enter the small SUV market with an all-new model was taken after intensive market research into future consumer trends indicated that a new model was eagerly awaited, and close monitoring of the success of the Kia Sorento in Europe and all around the world.  

The new Sportage is designed to offer customers the best benefits of three different vehicle types – all in one compact stylish package.  The smooth ride, agile handling and overall refinement of a Passenger Car… the exterior style, high driving position, easy access and all-wheel grip of an SUV… the load carrying ability and seating versatility of a Wagon… are all combined to create a uniquely attractive new Kia.  

Compared to Kia’s earlier rugged SUV, the all-new Sportage has a radically different concept.  It is more sporty and elegant, with a much more spacious and adaptable interior, a stylish attractive appearance inside and out, with a user-friendly top-hinged tailgate and internally carried spare wheel, plus sleeker aerodynamics for quiet, refined, high speed cruising.  

Longer (4350 mm), wider (1800 mm) and higher (1695 mm) than the average small SUV, the new five-seater Sportage will offer customers much of the technical sophistication and stylish looks of the popular Sorento, but in a smaller package.  The generous dimensions boost both passenger and luggage space, and greatly improve the ride and handling, and both ‘on’ and ‘off’ road performance.  

Key customer benefits of the new Sportage include automatic full-time four-wheel drive, ‘best-in-class’ headroom and legroom, common-rail diesel engine mated to a manual or automatic transmission with a sequential manual mode, versatile seating, flat-floored cargo area, traction control and (optional) ESP, and front, side and curtain air-bags – as standard on some models. 

A unique rear seat design has a new ‘Drop & Fold’ system which lowers the cushion and ensures the backrest folds fully flat to create a spacious, square-sided, flat-floored cargo area, more than 1.6 metres long.  To accommodate even longer loads, the front passenger seat backrest folds forwards, lying flat on the cushion.  The top-hinged tailgate features a flip-up window (like the Sorento) for loading versatility.  

“The new Sportage is a ‘next generation’ vehicle – sporty and elegant, adaptable and spacious,” comments Jean-Charles Lievens, Vice President of Kia Motors Europe.  “It will offer Kia consumers three modern vehicles in one – with Passenger Car refinement, SUV access and traction, plus Wagon-like versatility and cargo space.  The Sportage name also has all the right vibes for Kia’s ‘young, friendly and sporty’ brand aspirations, so we are delighted to revive it for our newcomer.”

Multiple choices for maximum customer appeal  

The Sportage continues the Kia tradition of introducing new models which are thoroughly modern, attractively stylish, and technically sophisticated, while retaining the marque’s strong adherence to the value-for-money ethic.  

The Sportage will be available with a single body-type (5-door hatchback), but with a choice of three engines (2-litre and 2.7-litre-V6 gasoline, 2-litre diesel), two-wheel or four-wheel-drive powertrains, five-speed manual or four-speed automatic transmissions, and two trim/equipment levels, LX and EX.  

Kia expects demand for SUVs in Europe to grow faster than the overall new car market, and to reach 1 million units annually by late 2008.  The Corporation also anticipates that demand for small SUVs will grow even faster than demand for mid-size and large models.  Within that 1 million total, the small SUV segment is expected to account for 35% of sales in 2008, up from 30% in 2004, with the greatest demand in Germany, Italy, France, Spain and the UK.  

Although the new Sportage is undoubtedly a thoroughly modern, all-new model, Kia has revived an old model name – for a host of positive reasons.  Following a comprehensive review of name connotations, public opinion polls, and name effectiveness as a global brand, Kia ultimately decided to keep ‘Sportage’ as the name for its latest small SUV – reviving the name of Kia’s earlier 4x4 model which sold strongly, with more than 550,000 sales around the world, during the 1990s.  

“The all-new Sportage is completely different to its predecessor in every respect,” comments Yong-Hwan Kim, Senior Executive Vice-President and COO of Kia Motors.  “However, since an entirely new name demands fresh awareness promotion and can also run the risk of failing to capture customers’ attention, we have decided to continue to use the Sportage name, considering the remarkable brand power it has accumulated over the years in many markets across the world.  The blending of ‘sport’ and ‘mobility’ which the Sportage name encompasses also make it an ideal name for our exciting new model.”  

The Sportage chassis has fully independent suspension, precise rack and pinion steering, and disc brakes all round with ABS and EBD for maximum stopping power, plus traction control.  In Europe, the five-seater cabin is equipped with dual front airbags, twin front side airbags and full length side curtain airbags – in most countries.  

Every Sportage comes with a range of comprehensive features and offers unbeatable value.  The LX model equipment includes: tinted windows, ABS anti-lock brakes, traction control (on 4WD), 60/40 split ‘Drop & Fold’ rear seat, centre console storage box, electric front and rear windows, twin roof bars, 16-inch alloy wheels, central locking, two power outlets, front, side and curtain airbags (in some countries), four two-way audio speakers, and three-point seatbelts for all five occupants. 

The higher-specification Sportage EX model adds numerous items, depending on market, including: ESP stability control, twin front fog lamps, electrically heated front windscreen, body-colour door handles, door mirrors and rear tailgate garnish, dashboard passenger grab handle, luggage net, remote central locking and theft alarm, cabin air filter and courtesy ‘puddle lights’ in the front doors.  

Extra-cost optional equipment includes: privacy glass, powered glass sunroof, leather upholstery and steering wheel, electric heated front seats, wider and lower profile Bridgestone tyres (in some countries), electric chromic interior mirror with compass, cruise control and climate control air-conditioning. 

Created to give Kia a bold new challenger in the small SUV segment, the Sportage will play a major role in the brand’s continued rapid growth in Europe and all around the globe.  

Kia is currently Europe’s fastest-growing automotive brand and the Sorento, Opirus, Picanto, Cerato, and now the Sportage, confirm that Kia has great appeal to European customers.  Together with owner Hyundai, Kia is firmly on course to become at ‘Top 5’ global car maker by 2010.  

Editors Note

Prices and final equipment specifications for the Sportage LX and EX models will be revealed country by country, nearer to their local ‘on sale’ date.  

EXTERIOR STYLING

Distinctive, modern, elegant, on-road SUV appearance  

The all-new Sportage is designed with simple, clean lines and progressive styling to create a thoroughly modern on-road SUV appearance, robust but not aggressive, with distinctive proportions, refined detailing and several unique styling elements.  

Echoing the visual sophistication of the Kia Sorento, the Sportage features large diameter 16-inch alloy wheels, high profile tyres and flared wheel arches (which give the impression that the wheels are bulging out from the car to grip the road more effectively), to ensure it has a strong visual presence.  

A little larger than the average small SUV, the Sportage’s long wheelbase (2630 mm), overall width (1800 mm) and modest overhangs, push the wheels out towards each corner for good stability, agile handling, a supple ride, good approach (28.8°) and departure angles (28,9°) for off-road agility and a much more spacious cabin.  

The horizontal bar front grille, set above the lower air intake, has the Kia family look, and is flanked by curved mouldings that flow up into the bonnet and out into the wrap-around bumpers – implying strength.  The generously sized clear-lens headlamps, and deep front bumper with its lower air-intakes and in-set fog-lamps, have a strongly sculptural quality that implies power and durability.  

Seen from the side, the Sportage looks neat and eager to move forward.  The high nose, steeply raked windscreen, long roofline with twin roof bars and sloping D-Pillar – outlined by its unique black mouldings that link roof bar to rear light cluster – give the SUV a sporty image.  In line with the clean modern styling, the Sportage carries its spare wheel internally.  

Distinctive character lines sweep from the outer edges of the front grille to the base of the A-Pillars, and over the wheel arches and side mouldings to convey a sense of dynamic tension.  The third, separate side window (set into the D-Pillar rather than extending the door glass house), gives the Sportage profile with the appearance of immense strength, especially when viewed from the side and rear.  

The broad lift-up tailgate with its full-width, flip-up window, hints at the cavernous capacity of the interior and its ability to carry both luggage and people.  To complete the sporty appearance, the Sportage features a deep rear bumper with moulded-in step grip and set into its outer curves, twin exhaust tail pipes on the diesel and V6 models.  

Consumer Clinics in Europe showed that the new Kia outscores the Toyota RAV4 and Honda CRV for its exterior styling, while its interior is regarded as equally attractive.  

STRUCTURE, REFINEMENT & RECYCLING

Four structural rings for maximum strength 
Although it is all-new, the Kia Sportage shares a floorpan and several chassis components developed for the Kia Cerato and derived from the Hyundai Elantra.  Beneath the skin, the five-door hatchback SUV utilizes the latest computer aided design technology to help Kia engineers create a bodyshell that is optimised for maximum stiffness (for European-style ride and handling) and maximum strength (for durability and excellent occupant protection).  

A front subframe, fabricated in high-tensile steel, forms a bridge between the left and right forward chassis pressings, and ties them together to form part of the frontal impact structure.  This subframe also provides the lower supports for the suspension, the transversely mounted engine and transmission, and the steering rack, while helping to isolate the passenger cabin from mechanical vibrations and road surface noise and harshness.  

A major transverse bulkhead at the front of the passenger cabin gives the structure much of its strength.  This dashboard bulkhead is shaped to resist side-impacts and supports the A-Pillar which is the first of four structural rings – at the A, B, C and D pillars – designed to protect the occupant safety zone.  Each door is fitted with a high-strength crash bar to further protect against side impacts.  Kia anticipates that the Sportage will achieve a 4-Star rating in the Euro NCAP crash safety tests.  

Building-in greater refinement, cutting NVH 

As customers’ expectations for ever-more refined vehicles increases, Kia’s efforts to decrease levels of NVH have been taken to new extremes.  In the new Sportage a number of structural and design elements reduce NVH significantly so that in terms of engine, suspension, road and wind noise, it is quieter than rival vehicles from Honda and Toyota.  

The Sportage’s aerodynamic design and rounded exterior offers lower air resistance and reduces wind noise at high speeds, while unique curved shapes pressed into the steel floorpan reduce vibrations and noise from that source.  

The five-door steel bodyshell was strengthened at key points at the base of the A-Pillars, B-Pillars, top of the C-Pillars, the floorpan joints to rear wheel arches and the rear apron attachments to the D-Pillar base.  As well as making the bodyshell stronger and stiffer to generate less noise and resonant sound, noise pathways have been blocked by specially developed insulation pads.  

While every effort was made to reduce NHV at its sources, a variety of measures are applied to the Sportage to ensure that Kia customers travel in quiet comfort.  

To block wind noise, the window frames in all four doors are strengthened and a new type of triple-layer sealing strip is fitted above the belt line around each door.  To prevent engine noise entering the interior, the dashboard bulkhead has both vertical and horizontal reinforcements and is over-laid with a six-layer noise blocker, moulded to the bulkhead contours.  A new, larger radiator cooling fan is common to all Sportage models, regardless of engine.  As well as boosting cooling performance, the large fan blades operate with less noise.  

Road noise is muted by the application of thick sandwich panels to the inside of the wheelarches and by the use of subframes to mount both the front and rear suspensions, isolating occupants from most road surface induced vibrations. 

Kia is confident that the measures taken on the Sportage to reduce NVH have been remarkably successful and that its latest SUV will set new standards for the class.  

Environmentally Sound 

The Sportage is the latest model in a long line of Kia vehicles that demonstrate the corporation’s commitment to making cars that are as appealing to customers as they are easy on the environment.  Wherever possible, recycled and recyclable materials are used in manufacturing the new SUV.  All major plastic parts have been selected for ease of disassembly and stamped with material composition code to promote recycling.  

The electrically controlled common-rail diesel engine is a particularly clean-running powerplant that produces significantly lower emissions without skimping on performance.  A catalytic converter is fitted as standard to ensure that the Sportage’s emissions meet Euro 4 standards in almost all EU countries.  The refrigerant gas used in the air conditioning system is the non-CFC R134a, which poses no threat to the Earth’s ozone layer.  

In order to raise the recyclable content of its cars still further, Kia continues to research and test new materials and composites, leading the drive at home and abroad to build greener cars for a greener tomorrow.  

INTERIOR COMFORT

Unrivalled space with ‘Drop & Fold’ seating versatility 

The Sportage is an exceptionally spacious vehicle with an interior that can transport five adults in comfort, or fewer people and a wide variety of cargo with its innovative easy-to-use ‘Drop & Fold’ rear seat.  The large windows and pale trim highlight the vehicle’s spaciousness and it is the interior which demonstrates most clearly the Sportage’s ability to bring customers the comforts of a sedan, the versatility on an MPV and the rugged strength of an SUV. 

As a result of its long wheelbase (2630 mm) and skilful packaging of its major mechanical components, the latest Kia has compact exterior dimensions with interior measurements that out-perform its two main rivals (Honda CRV and Toyota RAV4) in most respects.  Total interior volume is 2943 litres, 2% larger than the much longer CRV and 13% more than the RAV4.  The top-hinged tailgate with its flip-up rear window, like the Kia Sorento, makes loading the Sportage a simple and convenient operation, whatever shape or size of the cargo. 

Access to the Sportage cabin is particularly easy, with large, wide-opening doors and a front-seat cushion height of 717 mm from the ground.  Legroom is especially generous – 1070 mm at the front and 945 mm at the rear.  Front headroom is 1023 mm, while rear headroom is 986 mm and shoulder room for front seat occupants is 1437mm and 1430 mm across the rear seat.  

Generous space is one important ingredient in creating a successful interior and the Sportage designers have fitted the cabin with stylish seats shaped to accommodate both driver and passengers in true comfort.  The driver’s seat adds dual-height adjustment to the usual slide and recline feature, while electric heating is an option.  Both front seats can be reclined fully so their backrests align with the rear seat cushions and the passenger seat backrest can be folded forwards to carry long loads. 

In the rear, the Sportage comes with an all-new ‘Drop & Fold’ seat.  This has a 60/40 split cushion and backrest, like a conventional hatchback vehicle, but the cushion is supported on hinged legs.  When maximum cargo volume is required, the cushion moves forwards and down into the rear footwell area, which in turn allows the seat backrest to be folded completely flat and onto the same level as the trunk floor.  This easy-to-perform operation can be carried out without removing the rear head restraints. 

The new ‘Drop & Fold’ rear seat, plus the fold-flat front passenger seat, gives Sportage users a large number of seating/luggage carrying combinations.  With all seats occupied, the Sportage can carry three sets of golf clubs in the load area.  With the rear seat folded, the length of the load area extends from 812 mm to 1635 mm.  Luggage volume is 667 litres (SAE method, rear seats occupied) and up to 1886 litres with the rear seats folded flat.  

In addition to its sheer volume, customer convenience benefits offered by the load  area include: removable washable floor panel, under-floor oddments tray (above the spare wheel), three seat-back hooks, six tie-down anchors in the floor, horizontal or vertical retaining net, side-wall storage with net, optional luxury floor mat and a two-position folding rear shelf.  This shelf can be set at mid-height to cover lower luggage and accept items loaded through the flip-up window. 

As well as the versatile cargo area, the Sportage offers customers a range of storage zones including: a large centre console with two-stage tray top, large lockable glove box, sliding tray beneath the passenger seat, driver’s side lower dashboard tray, over-head sunglasses holder, map and bottle pockets on all four doors, and rear-seat central armrest, with two cup-holders.  

CONVENIENCE FEATURES

Easy-to-use, high-specification, equipment 

Kia has a reputation for packing a lot of car into a price range, and the Sportage takes that tradition a stage further to provide customers with easy-to-use, high-specification equipment and excellent value for money in a thoroughly modern small SUV. 

The major and minor controls are positioned so that the driver can operate all the systems simply and quickly with least possible distraction from the road ahead.  The four-spoke steering wheel can be adjusted for height and, together with the multiple-adjustment seat ensures that Sportage users can set up a perfect driving position.  For both the manual and automatic transmission models, the gear selector lever is mounted on the centre console, quite close to the steering wheel and within easy reach for the driver.  

Alongside the driver, the door armrest houses eight controls – for the four powered windows (standard fit on all models), central locking and powered door mirrors – in an easy to use location.  

Directly ahead of the driver, the hooded instrument cluster has a sporty look, with a three-dial layout presenting a large central speedometer, flanked by a rev-counter (left) and engine water temperature and fuel gauges (right).  Twin steering column stalks provide the traditional controls for lights, washers and wipers, while a third stalk controls the optional Cruise Control.

The stylish centre fascia houses equipment in logical, horizontal layers, with the digital clock, twin flush-shutting air-vents, the audio system, and the heating and ventilation controls, stacked neatly for an elegant appearance, and within easy reach of the driver’s hand.  A choice of audio systems and heating systems is offered, depending on model.  

The Sportage’s audio system offers customers a multiple choice of units – radio/cassette, radio/CD, or radio/cassette with CD changer – depending on model.  On all systems, large, soft-touch buttons make operation simple and intuitive, allowing drivers to keep their eyes on the road.  Top quality sound is broadcast through a system with up to six speakers for the highest option.  Each audio systems is tuned to compliment the interior acoustics of the Sportage and to deliver best possible audio performance.  

The Sportage’s manual temperature control system has a trio of large rotary dials that govern temperature, airflow direction and fan speed.  Two upgrades are available, offering manual air conditioning or fully automatic climate control.  

The manual air conditioner is activated by a simple soft-touch button incorporated into the air flow direction dial.  On models with the fully automatic temperature control (FATC) system, all aspects of the selected environment are controlled by soft-touch buttons and displayed on the LCD screen.  This system also allows ‘set and forget’ temperature selection and comes with a germ-proof filter in Kia’s air quality system (AQS), which blocks out dust and pollen as well as filtering microbes and unpleasant smells, and compliments the air conditioning system.  

Power outlets are provided on the centre-console and in the luggage area. 

ENGINES

Multi-choice and diesel auto suit customers’ lifestyles 

Kia’s new entry into the small SUV segment offers customers a broad range of technology choices to suit the most varied of lifestyles.  The Sportage comes with two gasoline engines, a diesel power unit, manual or automatic transmissions and two-wheel drive or four-wheel drive powertrains – depending on model.  

In Europe, the most popular Sportage engine choice is expected to be the thoroughly modern, 2-litre CRDi diesel with manual, or automatic transmission.  This diesel, with its fuel-stretching common-rail high pressure fuel injection system, is similar to the 16-valve, single-overhead camshaft Kia engine used in the Carens compact MPV and the new Cerato.  It is fitted with an Emission Gas Re-circulation system and an inter-cooler that reduces the temperature of gases inhaled by the engine and turbocharger, significantly raising their efficiency.  

The 2-litre CRDi engine generates a maximum power of 112 ps (82.4 kW) at 4,000 rpm and torque of 245.2 Nm at 1,800 to 2,500 rpm.  With this engine, Sportage fuel consumption on the combined cycle is 7.1 l/100 km with manual transmission and 8.0 l/100 km with the automatic, giving CO2 ratings of 187 g/km and 210 g/km respectively, on four-wheel drive models.  

Unlike older diesel systems, CRDi does not rely on indirect injection of the air and fuel mixture, the common rail engine delivers vaporised fuel directly to the cylinders (direct injection), enhancing fuel efficiency to an optimal level.  High-pressure fuel produced by the fuel pump is sent to an accumulator.  The state of the engine is constantly analysed and monitored by the ECU, which precisely controls timing, quantity, and pressure before injecting fuel into the cylinders.  

For customers who prefer gasoline to diesel, two alternative engines are available.  The 2-litre, 16-valve engine, which is similar to the Kia Cerato powerplant, has continuously variable valve timing (CVVT), which automatically adjusts the valve timing to boost performance and engine throttle response and to enhance fuel economy and reduce emissions, at low and medium engine speeds.  

This engine generates 142 ps (104 kW) at 6,000 rpm and maximum torque of 184.0 Nm at 4,500 rpm, giving the Sportage a level of power that is highly competitive in its class.  Matched to a manual transmission, this engine delivers fuel consumption of 8.2 l/100 km on the combined cycle, with a CO2 rating of 194 g/km, on four-wheel drive models.  

For buyers wanting the ultimate in Sportage performance, a powerful V6 engine is available.  The light weight, compact, all-aluminium 2.7-litre, 175 ps (129 KW) engine is fitted with 24 valves, multi-point injection and three-stage variable intake system to boost torque at low and medium revs, while also delivering rapid response to driver commands and efficient fuel combustion.  It generates 241 Nm of torque at 4,000 rpm and is the fastest accelerating model in the new range, reaching 100 kph in just 10.3 seconds.  On the combined cycle, fuel consumption is 10.0 l/100 km and the CO2 figure is 237 g/km with the standard automatic transmission.  

TRANSMISSIONS & DRIVETRAINS

Two transmissions with 2-wheel or 4-wheel drive…  

The new Sportage offers European customers the opportunity to buy a diesel engined SUV with optional multi-mode automatic transmission, plus manual or automatic transmissions with the two gasoline engines.  

The new-generation ‘adaptive’ four-speed automatic transmission is available as an option on the diesel and as standard with the V6 gasoline engine.  It offers fully automatic operation, or a driver-operated sequential manual mode.  An electronic controller monitors a range of parameters including acceleration, deceleration, engine speed and oil temperature to ensure optimum, safe gear changes, together with excellent shift quality, quietness, and ease of use.  
This automatic transmission also contains a neural network that uses fuzzy logic circuits to control which gear is to be engaged.  Optimal shift patterns for diverse road conditions are stored in the onboard computer, which can quickly interpret the state of the vehicle and the driver’s intentions to ensure that the transmission is always in the appropriate gear whether ascending or descending.  The automatic transmission also features a safety shift lock which stops the gearshift being moved out of the Park position without applying the brake pedal.  

Both the 2-litre Sportage engines, gasoline and diesel, are offered with a five-speed manual transmission as standard.  This features low 1st and 2nd ratios for brisk acceleration and a high top (5th) ratio for quiet, fuel-efficient cruising at speed.  It is fitted with a hydraulic clutch for smooth, effortless shifting and gear ratios that are optimised to suit the widest range of driving conditions and the best balance between performance and economy.  

And two drivetrains… 

The Sportage can be ordered with front-wheel drive or four-wheel drive, depending on model.  To enjoy the maximum on-road and off-road versatility with their new SUV, the majority of buyers are expected to choose the full-time four-wheel drive system.  The 4WD system incorporates an electronic control unit (ECU) which senses when one or both front wheels lose grip and automatically diverts up to 50% of engine power to the rear wheels to maintain forward motion.  

The 4WD operates at all times without driver intervention, but in normal driving on a dry road surface, the Sportage works as a front-wheel drive vehicle.  If necessary, the driver can engage 4WD at low speeds via a dash-mounted switch dividing evenly, 50%-50% to the front and rear wheels.  

When traveling in this ‘4WD engaged’ mode, as the Sportage reaches a speed of 30 kph it will automatically and gradually revert to front-wheel drive, so that by the time the vehicle is traveling at 40 kph, it is only being driven by the front wheels.  Traveling at speed with the drive to the rear wheels disconnected, reduces mechanical drag and friction losses – greatly enhancing fuel economy.  

SUSPENSION & STEERING

Long-travel, smooth-riding, responsive systems 

Every Sportage is fitted with fully independent suspension systems, front and rear, designed to deliver responsive on-road handling and a supple, comfortable ride on European roads, while retaining long-wheel-travel and a genuine talent to also perform with real ability off-road. 

Front suspension is common to all models.  It has a subframe beneath the engine bay which supports the McPherson Strut suspension and the steering rack and also helps to isolate the passenger cabin from road surface vibrations.  The co-axial coil springs are offset for smooth operation and the shock absorber strut incorporates the anti-roll bar mounting point, to provide optimal handling stability and improved ride without sacrificing mounting rigidity.  
At the rear, the Sportage employs two different suspension set-ups, for the two-wheel drive (front drive) and four-wheel drive (all-wheel drive) models.  2WD models have a transverse subframe with dual lower transverse links, with a single forward-facing trailing arm.  The shock absorber struts are fitted with co-axial coil springs with a large spring offset which allows for greatly-improved ride comfort and handling stability.  

For 4WD models, the rear subframe is a larger, more substantial structure to accommodate and support the rear differential.  Although the rear hubs are also different, to accept the rear drive shafts, the overall layout of the suspension is similar to the 2WD model (though using different components), with dual lower transverse links, with a single forward-facing trailing arm.  

Both designs of rear suspension are tall and slender, ensuring minimum intrusion into the trunk space.  Gas-filled shock absorbers are standard fit for both the front and rear suspension systems for optimal damping performance.  

Every Sportage model has a power-assisted rack and pinion steering system with a 16.1 to 1 ratio, requiring 3.06 turns of the steering wheel lock-to-lock, and a turning circle of 10.8 metres.  

BRAKES, WHEELS & TYRES 

All disc system, plus ABS, EBD and big alloys 

The Sportage’s power-assisted all-disc braking system makes maximum use of the space available within the standard large diameter 16 inch wheels.  Ventilated front discs (280 mm diameter) and solid rear discs (262 mm 2WD or 284 mm 4WD) deliver secure and stable braking performance with consistent pedal feel.  

Four-channel, four-sensor, anti-lock ABS is standard fit for Sportage models in Europe.  The system incorporates an electronic brake force distributor (EBD), helping to distribute braking force evenly across all four wheels.  The EBD is able to adapt to individual wheel grip conditions, adding a further degree of control and stability.  

With ABS and EBD, the braking system will bring a 2.0-litre gasoline Sportage to a complete stop from 100 kph in just 40.9 metres, making the Kia highly competitive with potential rival cars.  A tandem servo supplies the brake boost power and the Parking Brake is a mechanical unit operating on both rear wheels.  

A Traction Control System (TCS) is fitted to all 4x4 models, and is available as an option on front-wheel drive vehicles.  It is a dual-mode system which can reduce engine power or apply the car’s brakes – or both if appropriate.  It uses the sensors of the ABS system to monitor when an individual wheel starts to slip or loose grip on a slippery surface, and applies that wheel’s brake or cuts engine power to slow the wheels’ rotation until grip is restored.  

In Europe, every Sportage comes with 6.5 inch wide, 16 inch diameter, five-bolt, five-spoke alloy wheels, fitted with 215/65 R16 tyres.  As an option, wider, lower profile 235/60 R16 Bridgestone tyres are available on the standard wheels.  A space-saver spare steel wheel and tyre, or full-size alloy wheel and tyre is located in a trunk floor well. 

SAFETY & SECURITY

Maximum active and passive protection, plus ESP 

The Sportage’s many stress and fatigue-reducing features equip the Kia driver to cope with the hazards of everyday motoring, while the new SUV’s high levels of active safety – responsive handling, accurate steering, powerful ABS-equipped brakes with EBD, traction control (TCS) and ESP – enable its driver to avoid potential accident situations.  

The Electronic Stability Program (ESP) continuously monitors the path of the vehicle.  If the vehicle yaws, and over-steers or under-steers while cornering, the ESP applies brakes to an individual wheel and/or reduces engine power to restore the vehicle to the driver’s intended course.  Operation of the stability programme is entirely automatic.  

The Traction Control System (TCS) is also fully automatic.  It uses the ABS sensors to detect whenever a tyre starts to slip and senses the onset of wheel-spin.  The system instantly reduces engine torque, slowing the rotation of the wheels until grip is restored.  TCS is particularly effective when moving off from standstill on slippery surfaces.  

If an accident is unavoidable, Sportage occupants are protected by its robust survival-safety-cell bodyshell structure and by a host of passive safety measures.  Kia’s R&D facility is confident that the new Sportage will receive a 4-Star rating in the EuroNCAP when subjected to the official crash test assessment programme.  

For the European market, three-point seatbelts and adjustable head restraints are fitted for all five occupants.  Both front seatbelts have dual pre-tensioners and load limiters.  During a collision, the seatbelt tightens immediately to hold passengers in place, and then gradually releases tension on the belt to absorb impact energy in a controlled manner and reduce the risk of injuries from the seatbelt itself.  Two ISOFIX anchor points are fitted in the rear seat for child safety seats.  

The Sportage is equipped with up to six airbags.  Dual front, new-generation airbags are installed as standard in all European models, protecting the driver and front seat passenger from injury in the event of a frontal collision.  Side Airbags are available for both front seats, their deployment controlled by sensors in the central B-Pillars.  In the event of a side impact, the side airbags deploy from the seat trim to protect occupants primarily from arm and torso injuries and the possibility of being thrown through a windows.  Simultaneously, a signal is relayed to the front airbags and the seatbelt pretensioners, ensuring that all safety systems work in an integrated fashion to provide full passenger protection.  

Curtain Airbags, located in the A-Pillar, roof rail and C-Pillar, deploy during a side impact or rollover.  They are designed to protect both front and rear occupants from head and neck injuries.  A master computer monitors the status of all airbags and ensures that they are not triggered by low impact collisions during parking manoeuvres or by stresses not caused by impact, such as hitting a pothole at speed.  

Three Sportage driving aids help visibility, and two are fully automatic.  The Auto Light Control monitors the amount of daylight and turns the side lights or headlamps on and off as required.  The interior rear-view mirror is Electro Chromic and dims at night time to eliminate glare from the headlamps of following vehicles.  The door mirrors are electronically adjustable and heated, ensuring maximum clarity and driving safety under all weather conditions.  

A fuel safety cut-out system prevents fuel leaks by shutting off supply to the fuel pump on detection of an impact, thus reducing the chance of fire.  

Securing the vehicle and contents 

Every Sportage comes with a large-capacity lockable glove box, remote-control central locking, an electronic engine immobiliser and, depending on model, a keyless-entry system with anti-theft alarm.  

A battery saver switches off any interior or exterior lights that have been left on after the engine has been turned-off, preventing the draining of the battery.  

Maintaining safety outside the vehicle, the front doors of the Sportage are fitted with low-mounted courtesy ‘puddle-lights’ to illuminate the area alongside the vehicle and help drivers and passengers avoid hazards.  
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